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ties"  and   " Societies  for  the Reformation
of Manners"   was  powerful for good.    The
majority   of   the   working   clergy   were   of
this school, and it was not their fault that
the laity and the younger members of their
own  order  were  drifting away  from them.
Even  had  Sancroft  and his  Non-jurors re-
mained at their head, tli'e result could not
have been different.    The spirit of the age
was too strong to be resisted.    They were in a
backwater,   and   though   they   might   have
freshened its current, they would still have
been outside the main stream of English life.
But if the High Church cause, as it had
come to be called, was a declining one,  it
made a keen struggle, which was as much
inspired by political as by religious motives,
against   its   opponents.    There   was   rivalry
between Whig bishops and Tory clergy for
the government of the Church.    The former
were at a disadvantage in learning, for they
had no one save Stillingfleet as a counterpoise
to the weight of knowledge inherited by their
opponents from the generation of Charles II.;
while   as   champions   of   foreign   monarchs,
William III. and George I., they were unpopu-
lar not only with Jacobites but with a multi-
tude  who  would  not,   though discontented,
ran the risks of treason.    They were also